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66 OUR HARFORD HERITAGE

in Virginia, and the Continental Congress again met in Philadelphia in
May, 1775, and agreed to stop trade with Creat Britain until the objec-
tionable Acts-were repealed.

Again, Bush came into prominence by having as its guests men like
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Patrick Henry, as they
journeyed through Harford to Philadelphia. In this Congress our dis-
tinguished citizen, William Paca, who was born at Abingdon, together
with Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Jr., Robert Goldsborough, and
Samuel Chase, represented Maryland.

By the early part of 1775 almost our entire citizenry had become so
stirred by the national controversy that a most important event took place
at Bush. Just three days before Patrick Henry made his well known speech,
a committee of thirty-four Harford citizens met at the Bush Tavern and,
after deliberation, signed the famous Bush Declaration, which is quoted in
full with its signers in another chapter.

““THE BUSH DECLARATION
HARFORD TOWN

CDUNTY SEAT DF HARFORD CDUNTY
FROM ITS DRIGIN MARCH, 1774, UNTIL
MARCH, 1783. HERE THE FIRST
DECLARATIDN DF INDEPENDENCE
EVER ADDPTED BY AN DRGANIZED BDDY
OF MEN DULY ELECTED BY THE PEDPLE
WAS PROCLAINED ON NARCH 22,1775.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL SDCIETY

Photo by Dr. David C. Hodge

The committee was in no sense just a mass meeting, but its members
were duly elected by the 10,000 inhabitants of Harford County, and was
composed of prominent men, many of whom are ancestors of citizens of

today.
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Tablet marking the site of the building in which Court was held 1774-1783

Bush Declaration signed here on March 22, 1775.

. Just as the former county seats of Old Baltimor

‘ e and Joppa had served
their flay, so Bush ceased to be and soon faded into decapyl? Of all the
dwell'mgs, stort%s, and inns, only one—the large old coachhouse on Route 7—
remains to remind us of the glorious history of 200 years ago.

Scott’'s Old Fields
(Bel Air)

1782-
By the end of the Revolution, the population of Harford had increased

to almlost 12,000, and the new settlers were beginning to occupy lands in
central and northern sections. Consequently, there was demand that the
county seat be located somewhere more accessible to the whole population.

Qn January 22, 1782, an Act was passed by the General Assembl
enabling the voters to select a new location for the seat of govemmenty
The places pamed in the Act to be voted for were Harford Town (Bush).
Cravell‘y Hill, Lower Cross Roads, Otter Point, and Scott's Old Field;’
(Bel Air). By the same Act, the justices were authorized to purchase four
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From Cecd Calvert s Declaratm

To The Bush R@@Gives s
Of Nﬁirc}f 1775‘“ "They Were Many

: By BT E'\mnm\ LANTEZ

ECLARATIONS seeuto have been,,
ansorfated vmb mry}amﬁ amce ¥2, 1765, by Parliemest, daspmte th

| the t:om:wam of the wlnav

%

#

Cosratesmen.

Every

pennies to powhls.

Xi
dated the doeumient.
The Mecklenburg: Rmzlvm of May

o Ceell Gafwn, smoﬁﬂ Lord Hsﬂt’imore,
l;mndcaste;! what was ealled the “Ped-
teratio” before he fitted out the Axk and
w}m Trave ‘to transport the esrliest ag- [ Btamp,

* venturers £ the provines, In it ye made |
kpown the terms uper which land could
fe seouired In *Mar;ylnnd and to all’
eolonists he pmmxsed rai:gxous libﬂ‘t?l
and proteetion of r;zhts.

The first declax*ntmﬁ framed by Mary- “fhis tax, and #o
nnsders thersslves pertained to the agf- #0 comply with uttivehe inva
rution arcussd in 167G when an Angl raomply 8 oo i P
van clergyman, the Rev. Jobn Yeo, wrote
A Leiﬁr from the Maxylaﬁﬂ provinee to
the Avelibishep of Osnterbury, complain- | p 50 [ tiak

ing that the colémy wg a veritabe . gonb | ikl g

“Hodom of wnclesuness and . pesthouse

of iniquity,” whick aeensation was vig-

‘Marylond peopla, . -
LACK OF OLERSY CITED

My, Yeo complained of the limited;
number | of Asnglican .clexgy in the.
nrovinee, the ek of eonseernted burying; fore should form cezpain
grounds and nrged that formal livings be ﬂiﬂ county.
provided by the Government for priesta’
of the Anglican Chureh. -

To ¢his letter Charles Calvert made
reply st since there were fewer mem-
bers of the Rstablished Chorch than of
other denominations in the province,
citizenn would not take kindly fo being
iaxed to maintain clergy of any de
womination other thun their ewn. A
“Deciaration” twps prepared by rapre-
sentative Drotentpais, of Margjand in
May, 1088, who skteinsd thy yosition
tnken by Charles Calvert. In 10 they
rapudiated the Vil reperts aoi | feul’
asporsions . of Invetorate, ug}ig
nant and tucbulent aglriiat i

When ths poll tax forthe suppert of

paspended ;' that lagiaiaﬁn
‘five powers wers vmﬂf
Provincial Ounxx'e&s

Mﬁwu for

tions, The Resolves wore vead by Col.
Thomas Fulk from the door of the
(ourt Honse of CharlotteTown, Mock-
ienburg county, Mey 31, 1775, sod in
tact Mecklenburg cmmty, North Caro-
lina, was mgver after under British
rale. Tk
Today in’ Xorth 3
lenburg Dedlarstion
the statuie books, ther
smblazonsd upyg! the’ grade.
tate and ita sooifersry.
‘by legislative spactinsnt. 1% }s said
that the Mecklenbyry pmlug ot May,.
Y7785, appeared Ju Llaroliny’

w T

vactors of the Mwtablished Ohwech Mﬁj%m e;;;ﬁmidﬂ:gv i of .ﬂm:
‘Bngland was eventhally impossd, it gre } stritin Sr 1 % ‘ ?
ated a ssnse of fujustler emong cole, £ siprethidn gl el

-of Independence | thet ‘made Thomas '
t Jelarson immorial were embodied in’
tiw Mee}denburg Emivw of May 81,

me&erka Md‘, mgy b; Jaim Han-

" nimts that wos & fe ar of the dlp-,
. content in relsilon $0 taxes thag tm‘n&
ﬁml sxproxsion fn thet Declaration. of
Independence which the thisteen co‘ia"
niss endoraed Juiy'4, 1 &
I\WG&TA‘X‘&DN A(}’l‘,
The lmpnrtatxon ‘&at wha possnd t3
sarly as 1788; by which heavy duties
wers laid tipon rum; sugat wnd molasees
prought into the provinee of Maryland,
“he eatting of pine treex ofiiside of in-
closures and tbe mavulnetuve of steel
wyre forbidden.

American Revolution by muniel
Jest against Marsland delegates A o
bate before e Congress mﬁw thirfgen 2
colonies heing hompersd by instructions

for independence.

A Contimental, szgde.ss,

e R h}- :

Dhe Stamp Act was gmd Marc)

! samonstrance of some vf England’s owi
By the provision of thig
aet o7 legnl dccuments swere ordered
“usecuted on paper furpished by i
Hovesament and bessing an Hnglivl
4 “deed, iownse, Bend]

mortgage oz nots must baar  these
stampy, ¢he priey ot *vh!ch wvaried from

Nowspapers, almanads, gnnmblssa and
‘gdvertisementy fall Beneuth the yoke of
1 matters frilnce

3775, constitate & veritable decliration

sigaty. They stated that gt elvil nnd
milltary compissions granted by the

Orown wers' null apd void xad the
orously denled by the Eroprim and r(}gxstimtion of each ‘colony wholly

:! sxenn-
In the
and
that the people of MM npg there-

"o effort Meckiosbury dstiared in-
dependence subject to contingent Yimita-

el {0 a

te ‘disavow all designs in the eclonics .

John Xanson, “Presldem; of thve
Ummé Ht¥ten in Congress assembled,
J!S ha swas &“t;yie&* i oificinl docnments
dux‘m;« the \’etxxr& 1781-1782, when hé
prosided oyer | ibe deliberations of qhe
was horn  in
Clarles County, Maryland, ln 1715, but

L ragided 1o Frederick-county after 177 8.

< e wngwesmcmﬂs in sympﬂthy vg;t,h

"\ the mpirit of active resistance to Brilish,

oppression’ thut warked this county. It

tories and helped enroll emxms in mili»
tary eompanies. FHe was chairman of
loral |committess of safety and o “delon’

from the proprietary government 2o
trot of the affwirs of the provinee,

It was the committee of which he
wae chafpman that frustrated an at-
tempt of the royal Governor of Vir-
ginia to launeh a Tory and Indian at-
tack wupon the western fromtierg of
Mnryland, Pennsylvania and ’Slrgmm’
‘and when he found the Marylani ddle-
gates prokibited, by mstmi:tiagx from
Maryland issued in 1775, from veoting
for the Declaration of Independence,
be roused the people of ¥rederick to
assdmble. in public meeting June 17,
1776, at which meeting they pledgedﬁ
themselves to support the unipw.of the
evlonles with their fartnnw and their
Tves, % i

SENT TO . Aa\uu’om&.

These resolutions were gent to Ane
piapolis, whm the vamcial Aszenbly
was in ssssion, and the intérest had such
afivency that on Juns 28, 1776, Maxr’
land withdgew her Hmid instruetions
to delegates and in their placas« mb«
mitted sstructions te Soneuy wiﬁa. the
other Wtﬂi solohies, or £y mqigitw of
them, in’ declaming the’ muwi onh&
{res - #nd independent Btagags #5

'.ghese ney, fnstructioni wﬁrg rmxved
by the liu:v}snd delegates in* megrew(
on July 2, 1776, when their unanimous’
yote was giwxn for mdgpwdmca. o

A& meeting of profests wes ealled st
Faneull FHall, Boston, before the
*“Sugar sefst of 1764 should go Inte ef-
feet, when Samuel Adams sod’ James
Otly” &igamusly opposed ‘them, and at
the @afi- of Massachusetts and South
Qnrg’g vepresentatives from soms of
’tﬁa colonies met at the Htamp Act Con-
‘gress in New York in Oetober, 1788,
| and Patrick Henry, of Virginiagzoiced
|the sentiments of hix Bigte that fock

B

¢

i

o

was he who established munitien fac'

gatoio vthe convention that removed .

of W sigrkd at Williamsburg, Va., May 12

1776, the one hundred and fiftieth anni-
versary of which was wecently esle-
hrated,

Sl BUSH BEOL&R‘VI"IOW««

| But amid them ali the preliminary
‘declaration that stands out sarliest in

matter of date ¢ that knowa = the
Bn«sh Declaration, qigm‘d o Harford

X

emmty, Maryinnd, by men who roniieed
f-a fullest extent the graviey of their

5""’: had a part in &péamng up t}x actiom, The ancmnt record reads:

“At s meeting of the Committes of

rford County, st the Town of Har-

ford {or Bush), by adjurnment oo the
2nd of ‘d’tmjx (1775) the following

dec’laratimx was adopted :

“We, -the . (Tommittes of  Harford

County, hﬁaving most aerxﬂnsly and

'declasation form in the Bill of Rights|

|
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Cecxi cal‘vert

e Bush Resolves
They Were Man

itch 17"?51 g"

By F\xm‘v EMERSON LANTZ
Aﬁiiﬁ*\ﬁ &eem ty have beem The Stamp Act was passed Marcl

nted with \iarvlsmé sivee:
I utﬂm @’kmv -
;rt. aeeorrd Lord ;Baltimwe,
what was called the, “Dec.
e he Stisd out the Ark and
trapsport the carlisst ad-
the provines. In it ile ‘mads
rmg upon which b;mfi could
in Mryinm‘i aml to all!
yromised rehgwus liberty
o of rights

exinras tiﬁgx framed by Magr-
selves pertdined o the agh
sd in 1676 when an Angli-

1. the Rov. John Yeo, wrofe

_ the Mar\mnﬂ provinee to
np of Canterbury, complain-
& volémy wes 2 veritahe
nelsannesa and peaihs;zse
‘which muonsation was vig-
#d by’ the Proprieter and
fople.

OF OLERGY CFTED

eomplained of the I:mxted
Angliesn  clergy
14¢¥ of conserrated burging.
wvrged that formal Hvings be
the Government for priests’
mn Chureh.
sttar. Charlés Caivert mede’
inee there were fewer mem-
Bistablished Church than of
dostions in the province, -
1d not take Eindly to being
gintain olergy of any d¢-
pther than their own, A
¢t wes prepaved by repre- .
vateptputs, of }ia&ylagé in
whor vataingd the posifion
burles ©alvers. ¥p it they
the “ill roports ‘and  foul
., ool inyeterste, malig:
'bulmt gpiriw’*
‘poll tax for the support of'

the Mstsblished Ohurch of

s sventunlly imposed, 1t cres
¢ of fujustice among cole-
83 & !owﬁer of the 8-
elation, th. taxes that fovnd '
sien axtﬁa Declaration of
o whizh the thirteen m’ma
a Juiy 4, 1776 ;
SURTATION A(I'li‘.
;ri’:atmg Agt was possed w
38; by whic!x heavy daties
on rum, sagat avd moladects
y the provines of Maryland.
of pine trees ottsids of in-
4 the manofscture of steel
den.

in  the,

N

s Decl aratw

',,ﬁ( Hilhs il

-

x

ot A

§ 22, 1765, by Parbament, despils thi
mmemtnme of soms of Engianﬂ’xs W3
“ktatesmen,

fiovernment and beaving ax
gammp. Ewﬁ Fdoed, Hosuse, Dond
mortgage or| Dote m:m heax,  ihene
uarmp;. the prioe of which waried from
- pepsnies to poundls,

3

| Nempawm r2lmanacs, psmphleta nd

au\ur ta foll be 3
“this. tax, and

o comply with 1
_dated the doctment,’
The Mecklenbarg: Resolves of May,
1775, copstitute a veritahls declaration

b the yoke of
. 1égel matters fallun

of independencs fromn Belpish sover-
‘eignty. They stated thay sl eivi} and
military commbesions granted by the

Orown wers pull and vaid snd the
?mnstituhou #f each colony wholly
sumnded that legislative and exeon-
U tive powers were [ve solsly in the
| Provincial Oomgresh of esch ‘polony end
that the people of Medklapbure there-
fore should form certeln ’ﬂl‘ﬂ‘ﬁmu for
I the eounty, i

In effect Macklenburg declared in-
: dependence suhject to contingent limita-
#lons, The Resolves wers read by Ool.
Thomas FPolk from the doop of the
Court Houte of Charlotie-Town, Meck-
Isnburg ‘county, May 31, 1778, axd in
fact Macklenbury county, Nerth Caro
Hing, was never after unﬁcr Beitish
rule, y

Today in North O
lenburg Declaration 1
‘the statute books, thE
' emblazoned 1poE the :
Htate and its snnitersary
by legislative qnactwc. It e anid

‘-—“~: 5

By the provision of thiy
ket aTl legal documenis wers ordereq
- executed “on paper furnished by the

gl

r%guiromanbz hxvah :

John Ianson,
Ugited St#tes in Congress assembled.”

ag he spay gi\*ied‘ in official deempents
during the yenrs 1763-1782. when he
prosidesd nyer the xiem)cmtmms of dthn
Qm\iwemal (:onmm was  horn #n
Clarles County, Maryland, in 1710 but

S ropited o Frederick ‘county after 1774

He, wag nzxremally in sympaihy v;;uh

1 the rspiri!: of active vesistance to Bm,mhl

sppregsion’ that marked this county. It
wis he who established munition fap-"

4 tobles and. holped envoll eitizans in mili-
i tary eompanwfq
‘Hogal committess of safety and ' dele-"

Fle was chaizman of

gate’io {ghe convention that rvemgved
from 'the proprietary government con-
‘Lmi of. t!m gffnirs of the provinee.

I¢ was the committee of| which be
was ohaitman that frustrated an at-
tempt of the royal Govarnor of Vir-
ginia to launch s Tory and Indisn at-
tack ‘upon the western {rontiers of
Marylond, Penneylvanis and ‘hrgmm
and when he fonnd the Maryland déie-
gates prokbibited, by mstm?etm?ﬁ from
Maryiand issued in ITTH, from toting
for the Declaration of Independence,
he roused the people of Frederick to
assémble. in public .meeting Jume 17,
177G, pt -which 'mesting they pledged
themselves to suppart the unien of the,
colonies with their foriunes and'% i
Yiveds, ‘%

SENT PO ANNAPOLIS,

These resclutiens were sent te An-
popolis, wheve the vaixxcinl Asserably
wiig in session, andl the interest had sich
sfinendo that on Juune 28, 1778, Mary-
Isnd withdeew ber timid instruetions
to delegates -and in their place»x wab-
mitbed -trmtimxs to sonvur with. b, the
other uuitﬁmnnfm, o4 :nmgffﬁ«' R4
them, "’ declaring the npi’tei”wﬁoﬂi&a
free and Independent Statess |
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by *the Muvyland Belegates in” Gonpress
onJuly 2, 1776, when their gnspimous.
vote was glven for independence. .

A meeting of protest: was belled st
Favenil Half, Boston, before the
“Hugar aets? of 1764 should go inte ef-
feet, when Samuel Adams sad James
Otia” mgomusly opposed them, and at
the & . gf ‘Massachusetts and Bouth

& representatives from some of
t e eolonies met ot the Btamp Aot Con-
'gress in New York in October, 1765,
and Patrick Hensy, nf Virginiasxoleed
the sentiments of his Stgie that took

declamtlon form in the Bill of Righis

gigobd 2t Wilhnm&burg, ‘\rn, May 12,
1778, ihe one hundred end fiftieth aupi-

tant the Meeklophburg nmw »f l&-ny.
Hmes, appeared n
Gazetie and Cownts gf B‘une
118, 1776, eund that; |r§ :. nRost
etriking expressions aration
gt Independence ﬂt& Thomas
| Yeffarson immortal wam ambodied in
%315 Meeklenbﬂrg Rsulvox of May 31

‘son, bed @ part in sn

tiv £h

American Revelution by mummml pro-

test against Maryland delegatea Jip de
bage before, the. mem of the thimeen

eolonies being hampered by msbwutmns
to disavow all designs in the eclonies
for independence.

’!I‘reder}ck “M{L. m‘gﬂ, b}',Talm Hen- |,

versary of which was gecently esle-
abmie(‘!

§ i BrUSH HEOLARA'PIO’?. vy
Bot amid ﬂmm gl the pmhmmary
(’eciamtwn that htwds out earhest itl§

matier of dats i that, known 8& the
’me Declaration, ﬁfgﬂ@d in Hxxrfmdt

cmamy, Maryland, by men who reaiized
,{wlest extent the graviey of their
‘action, The ancient record reads:
“At n meeting of the Committes of
Harford Connty, at the Town of Har-
ford (or Bush), by adjuroment on the
22nd of March (1775) the following
éaclurataon was adopted s
“We, the - Thmmitise ot Harford
G unty, having most serwus}y am{
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BALTIMORE, SUNDAY } MORNING, JUNE &, 1926

“President, of thew""‘""““””“” 2%

864

\

JIRING UIeRISY DA BR PV BmEs

SYL (0-2a0X00B SHIBAYIBOW 0P ‘WORERA

puy $RajoFeYl) Y3 posepmucy Lpangyw

o) [PTINTACLY BY} O ¥eAjosey 03 PUB
ESOASUO) PRIAVNINGY $YF FO ORI

B Ul 8@k




e (3.8 anr Ui
'REVIVIFY HARFORD
__ BISTORICAL SOCIETY
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|| Every night from my bedroom win
dows facing Socuth and Bast, I watch.
the revolving flashés of the airmail
youte signals at Bdgewood Arsenal

‘and at Aberdeen Proving Grounds,.
"Imarking a new highway along the
- [Atlantic Coast. Daily, I see the in-
| creasing number of planes rapidly

traveling north or .south and fre-

quently passing over my own home.

Already on two occasions have we

had friends visit us in this modern

fashion, parking their machines in

2 back field with noses against the
4 woods for protection. So I suppose:
“it will not be long before a hangar

wil] supplement the garage and

supplant the useless “carriage
housé”. IFields which formerly rais-
ed hay for the horses, will form

“take offs and lending places”. Tt

has all come so quickly—I probably

should say time flies—for it was

{twenty years ago when I purchased

my first Buick and abandoned my
‘faithful horse and buggy. In wigter,

when the execrable roads of that

"date made me return to that less
‘than six mile an hour gait, I felt
the terrible slipping back to the limit-
ed distance which a horse could ac-
complish in one day. :

The flash lights are located about
the same distances apart as were
the old stage coach taverns where
horses were changed in 1776, and the
distance was all one set of horses
could accomplish in as many hours
as it takes minutes to go by plane.
Yet this first highway was the only]
thoroughfare our ancestors knew and
from accounts written at that time
they knew them to their sorrow. |

Joppa, on the Gunpowder, iz on,
a line with the Edgewood Arsenal
air plane flashing signal light, and
the “Bush” or Harford Town stage!
Ifor changing horses is not far fromai
{parallel with the Aberdeen Prov-/
ing Ground light. These two impori-.
ant old towns have practically dis-
appearcd. Joppa was the county seat
jof Baltimore County from 1712 till
1768, ‘when the Court House and Jail:
Twere moved to Baltimore Town.'
Joppa’s tobacco wharves and thriv-;
ing business gradually disappeared
until now one finds—bul one remain-
ing house btilt by Benjamin Rum-
isey, still full of interest. Ome other
remaining reminder of past impoxri-
ance is a large tombstone on which
is graven “John MéCollongh” mer-
dchant in Joppa, Died 1766.

{1 The various “Joppa Roads” tell of
{the hogsheads of Tobacco ‘which'
were rolled from up county planta-
itions to the wharfs and on to for-
| eign lands, They were the flash Tights

.er and the Susquehanna was set up

of those days.

Bush, or Harford Town, was the
first county seat of Harford Coun-|.
ty, when the section of Baltimore
County between the Gunpowder Riv-

as a new county in 1774

An old “New and Universal Gazet-
teer or Modern Geographical Die-
tionary” published in 1880 by Joseph
Scott and printed in Philadelphia
has this to say of Harford Town.
“A post town of Maryland and in|-
Harford County, on the post road
leading from Philadelphia to Balti-
move, It is situsted on Bush river,
at the bead of tide water, near the
confluence of James’ and Binom’s
Run, 58 miles E of Belle-Air, and 12
S. W. of HMavre de Grace. If contains
1€ dwellings and 180 inhabitants; a
complete merchant mill, a tanyard, a
ccoper’s, wheel-wright’s and black-
smith’s shop; two stores and two
taverns, The lots belouging to {the
town are very fertile, and well adapt-
ed for gardens, and meadows. In the
vicinity is a large bed of yellow
ochre, of an excellent quality. Situ-
ated at the head of navigation, it
enjoys a safe and easy water com-
munication with Baltimore, and the
different ports and rivers which have
smmediate connection with the Chesa-
peake. It carries on an extensive
trade, in wheat, with the Eastern
Shore of Maryland, Virginia, Har-
ford County, and the adjacent parts:
of York and Cumberland Counties
in Pennsylvania., The situation is
healthy, and agreeable. In the neigh-
borhood ere several neat country
seats. It is 27 miles N. 'E. of Bal-
tintore 77 S. W. of Philadelphia.
Lat. 89.28, N. Lon. 1.14. W

Alas poor Harford Town—but few
old houses remain. The mill and 2
couple of mill houses are near what
was the water's edge, mow but a
swamp, and one passes through by!
auto so fast that he never notices !
the granite monument with  its
bronze tablet telling of the days
when the Harford County Committee
met there during the stirving days
preceding the Revolution and on
March 22, 1776 signed 2 declaration
{binding themselves to carry “into
execution” the Resolves and associa-
tion of the Continental Congress and
the Resolves of the Provincial Con—i
vention, They were 'in earnest or:
they would not have said “we do
most solemuly pledge ourselves to!
{each other, and to ouv country, andi
engage ourselves by every tie held}
sacred among wmankind, to perform

the same at the risque of our lives
and fortunes”. |
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Washington in his diary mentions '
his various stops at Joppa, Harford
and the “lower Susquehanna ferry”
at Havre de Grace, where John
Rodgers kept tavern. And all of the
Revolutionary worthies passed this
same way. The Old Post Rosad is
erowded with memories of which
neither the flier in his plane mor
the speedster in his buzz wagon
have any knowledge. Is it mnot time
t¢ set out some of the story of this
old artery of travel? Virginia has
and is continuing to mark - with
permanent signs every point of inter-
est along her highways—Colonial
homes, even the names and dates
of the early fracts of land, and by
whom they were taken up. Pennsyl-
vania is likewise erecting similar
signs - along ‘its highways at every
town giving the date of its founda-|
tion and how it acquired its name
as well ag historic asscciations with
the locality. And this is not wmere
sentiment, it is good 'business ad-
vertising. Thousands of machines
‘daily pass from north to south and
‘a great number of these are inter-
ested in the country’s history. If
signs called to their atitention the
fact that they were passing through
a country which not only is beauti-
ful, but which has historic back-
ground, they would remember it,
‘frequently stop to inquire for greater
‘detail which ecould be furnished
through pamphlets, telling ail of
Harford County’s advantages.

The Harford County Historical
Society has a mass of early data
collected by the late Dr. George
. Archer, which he always intended
'to publish. Judge Walter W. Pres-
ton did publish in 1801 a very complete
History of Harford County, copies.
of which are now difficult to secure.
Is it not time for the Historicall
Sociely to prepare some of this data|
in an up-to-date manner and mark!
the Historic sites along its high-
cways?

How many nnkeepers, merchants,
! gasoline stations, garages, and other
business people as well as judividuals
feel that such a vitalizing of the
Harford Historical Socicty s worth

' while?

J. ALEXIS SHRIVER.




: . THE BEL AIR TIMES

P ) The Harford Commlttée, #ithout

{bome weeks ago We egoupted the %‘myf preamble or furbelows,” at or‘lce
i:ﬁﬂct that Mr. Samuel Wi Bﬂ:adwrd ‘ormulated and*a&opted their Declara-
d addressed tthhnwy %;Comeb Twry of Independencs, in which they
‘Club o1 the snbject ‘of “The Harford stated that they would carry into
hDaclaration of Independence at Bush”?ﬁ ‘execution the resolutions of the Con-
and promised our readers ﬁhﬁt we |tinental Congress, which were the Bill
Wnuld later give themi a resuﬁ}ne of : of Rights, pledging themselves to
sis addressand the salient points ‘i:heir country and to each other, bind-
hm'aof 'ﬂle Harford Declaration, ﬁﬂg; themselves by ewery tie held sa-|
vhﬁe not the firet overt act of revolu- 4red among man‘urdh to Wperform the
Etmn, was the first Declaration by an' jame at the risk of théir lives and
grgamzed bOdy of citizens elected by éol*hm'es “Phis meant &n entive bresk-
e people.  Mr. Bradford is peculiar- /g away from the control of and alle-
1 omelsant with matters Q:f historie 'g'mnce to Great: Bmta1n,'-§x}nz, Parli-
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In 190§ 2 tablet was erected it aom-,
emo*'atm’n o" the Harford ComBsit..
e s Dedlaratien of Independensce?‘?af:
Iiafrm“rd Tows, nov; kncswn as Bum
“"Abont a vear or aore after %,l&us
tablet was erected I met Dr, George
W, Arché"r ‘on Lhc. streets in Bel Air,
Iz had been for 2 m unber of yeary
sbllecting data for &l mh’c&mpimeé{
Ristory of Hergord Coputy. He aid |
£%  mé: “Bradford, v g
mte“asmw Telters.
sto Uhem, Take
and hgnded m !
ook fheni hm:%!k:, and vman I apmwﬁ e

LA

;ﬂlesb to Harford County, and the
ﬂf owing stmmary and statement

,puld be preeervcd Editor.) J
MiMhe Harford (‘e-m:n’ttee“"** of ﬁwb}s

P“émlauoua"v period first pct i
‘?

‘a8 ‘Mass Mecting Cormif %-@
Qemmittae ncted to the beat of

juﬁoment, in accordance iﬁq @E‘
insuructwnsx and recoy /;nnr

)aﬁ”%,

frmi’ ‘on Januaxy 22 {é et
ey made B

Sutes %hcxwed thatff
fﬁ’ -%&w .
“This Committee havingiesly

|

‘of, theffskill and mlagnmgcha_r@
nest- ’P‘arfm‘d Comnuttea, «dissolving
ty mcommend to zhﬁér mm%muerts ;smd reducing it frém a zmember:hxp

ed the Bust reposed in t

the chmce of a new Co btedgto cons
sist af ’cenﬁ,me'n i1 eacl
i election fo' hé made as iwoi owe" (give)

'mg the polhng; pl?@% m, fhe “%auous

f-*»w

sundred, ‘theis

ment ard Ministry te the contrary
;*otmthsfzmémg;——an& méant: death

Thix Declaratfon ef the meor
fGammxttee ev:dently ‘dig 'mot meet
Wf%\ the 'approval qu the Provincial
press of Marwl&n’ﬁ which = met

By afterwards dn May, 1775, 2t
lnagolis, the meﬁ&rs cof | which
or tempon ag it wele, and
sd to the ké‘é@mg away of all
5 glame 10 _*ﬁmtam aﬁ that
he, so we find thetn in July of ‘that
vear toking actio: “vegard to the
n’:,'l

.3'-

e1ghty to exghteeni ,ar}d permitting |

3 ese eighteen t‘? e‘:lstﬁ“szmply as &
*a*éi&n

%

ommittee of Ob

gfor eﬁch ohe- @f ’chmm as tzaltm‘s ‘m

RER.

them 17 e pm‘fewlv ‘stennded at
ﬂre eon‘t«ms, ‘for in tﬁém %%33?&% _ thgs;_
"L le‘bter zm& 'txi»a'

WM not ;1;1}%
ance bo 1%“ Wy% i
pock and Fet £
ﬁa" gome htﬂe ,.,Lune, and’ tixﬂn wrote .
w Col, X&ﬂixam "H. Love of Ba?i:imore ‘
who was. then the Secwf,ary ‘of the’
ggard of Trade in that City, g‘ad who
had takm guite an interest in our
&:ﬁord 1!,151:01'3; He replied and said,’
“Bo _nothmg untxl I see you;*" I am
mmmg up tomorrow”. He came up
and I showed him the letters. P e oo
was astounded, and begged me to let
him have them to show to the mem-|

o L (us. now ta
{hundreds. and ‘appointing the\da oflghe h;*year Wh A ‘our great
‘ééle“m”’ ‘therein):. 0 INational Declaration of Ind pendeiiée
<. This iComrmttee ewd“nﬂy desuedi was framed and adoptgl “on July 4,
take some action whidh they Szdi 3

}‘.not thmk they had the power to do
s then constituted, ‘anfl ’i% evidently
fwxshe’d fthavt* such action should be
dfrom. a Commlt’cee duly ’|b'lec€ed by
tbe people o éthe County
The eleetion took placei and thel
newly elected’ Committee met on the
22nd of Febguary, 1(7§, and organiz-
ed in a regu-}s.r parliamentary man-
ner, by adoptiug rules? of procedmel
&ec. They tﬁérn adJourned until the
next day, wh&n they made 2 provision] ™
for ‘bakmg up a coﬂ@e’cmn for thai
poor of Bostem, and alsé» to buy arms
land ammunition, Then they adjourn-
iseé for one whole mohth, to meet or
B 22nd day of March, 1775, Thi
;nw mdgeurrmem was significant, an
*obably was cagsed by thelr lwan
Tdetinite kmwledge a‘;,;;o V'hat s
séen dene bv the British Parksment

datud | Ministry, in veonrd to the: Exii oft.

Rights and, Memorial aecompanymg
i, which had een before thoss ‘bodies.

On the 22nd day of Mareh, 1775, |
ey met at' Harford To WL, mm«
‘evidently heard of the fate of &thé
| aforepaid’ “Memorial and Billof Rights,
ifer Patrick Henry had also  heard
rabout it s his famous s@b@f@h was
‘made in the Virgimia  Convention
Adch had met about the same time.

| official transcript of the

dvs, and note ceztmn events | fol-
lowing..
B 08 auiy 6 1776, tour' dags sfter
fhe National Declaration was adopted,
E&hn Hancock, the presiding officer of
hat Assembly, wrote a letter to they
rovmdial Comventzon. then in ’s%gﬁmé
it Annapohs, and encloded an official
'ranscnpt of the National Declavation
of Independence and - requested’ the
Provihmal Convention to pmmulgate
it as they saw fit and proper.
- On, ‘the 1Bth day of July, - 1576,
Damﬂ i3 é’c‘ Thomas Jenifer, the pre-
siding oﬁicer of the Provineial Con-
vention at Annapolis, wrote alefter
to the Harford Gommittee, enclosing
the original Hanc.pgk letter and the
National
Declaration, and asked the Harford
Committée to promulgate it and

made no 1‘equest to ‘have the Harford

Gommxttee ‘return. these mxpo!'tant
papers. . The Iﬁarford
pzeee'rved tho:e(pmoezs and depes ed | |
Ithem after ‘q%s""]i%,evelutmn, i’ the
Court House at Harford Town, in
which the3, held their meeﬁmgs
and whofb tecords ‘and papnw were
transferred to the Cosmbr House in
Bel Air when the Court was removed
¢rom Harford Town to the present

County. seat,

|

bers of the Maryland Historical Socie::
ty, saying ke would take the%‘best
) m, and return them to me.
iofa to him. He wrote me
1ad, shown them to membsrs
i Mand Historical Socxety,
- re astonished, arzd re- i
,qussted &nm to write a pape:r xn 1ez
‘gard to the Harford h:stoty

He did this, and wrote me that he|
had the papers which 1 hadg’wen }nmg
safe m 'Lhe *vﬂmt in his ofﬁcﬁ 1 the
Rialto | Buﬂdmg, Baltiniore, . “that! has'
was ‘conting 4o shortly, as hé w:m.tedi‘
19 see the old/Priests’ house, 8 ad thiat
}wﬂveu}d bmw these. p&pers 5 .Mt?z
him. That was the last 1 e h(‘ﬁmi
defimiteld gbout them, The fue in
,Baitm‘mra probably destrovedi them.
" 1 |waited for sometime, and waz
éfbofv% 6 write to Colonel Love in re»-
‘gar ' to thewn, when I picked up Y,
ne«%paper one morring and vead he
hadjdied suddenly at his home.,| A
%T.;&JTE OF MARYLAND, f

HARFORD COUNTY, Bef:

I h«‘vrébv certify that on ‘thig Tth

‘day of Becembcr, 1928, befcya me:the

g

Gommxtteel subseriber, a Notary Publie |of the

State of MMaryland, esxdzmg ‘i Hare
ifmd County, duly cominissioned and
qualified, personally. appeared Samf{él
IV& Brauford fami made path on “the |
3Holxx Evange}v ol Ahmghtv God, |
‘that he veesived from Dr Gearge
W. Archer the bundle of papers s |
‘above stated, that -t‘us bundle con-!
talrec‘ papers evldefmly beio*nqmg to|




the Harferd Commitree, among v.huh
were SomMe z:&exrmg to theigction of
members b ssid Cnmmxtte ‘in Peer
Credle Hupdred; thﬁx* in tE 's aim.za
‘nundle were the 1@0;01"‘ of Jp‘hn Hﬁ"l—
cock and of Daniel of
Jenifer, as above
bundle of papers,
ters of Hancock and
turned over to Col ¥
then Secvetary. w(’
of Baltimore, as sfa
the last definite v
gaid Samuel W.

ik the vault
{aﬁd that he

7 And the said
farther depgse

:Baltamore (who
e\pext on. kan

stleet in Baltn
he recollected thedadt that Cei ¥
fhad shown him the Haneock @eﬁ%e
e replied “yes”. That 4he said Sam
el W, Bmdford then “said to.Bim: “
will- pwbabl:gnwaut you somcgzme £
give me a gertificate to that factd
Mr. Story. died W;thaui thxs havipg.
been done. | i o
: me,Ess my hand ol Notaﬁal}.
Sdal. “ia
P AN?\IA LEE WILSON,
A tary Pi‘xbhc’

= e —

MR. BRAI)FORD’S ADDRESS

m;

! Even after the lapse of nearly 30
years, Samuel W. Bradford, Esg., has
lfxequent requests for copies of his.
address delivéred on the occasion of.
)the unveiling of the tablet erected’ tp’
ithe signers of the “Harford Decldra- i
ition " of Independence at Harford
Town on July 4, 1900. To meet this
‘demand he has recently had the ad-
‘dress printed in neat pamphlet form
‘at THE ‘TIMES office, which givesz
‘it more permianence and makes it a
§part of Harford’s historical literature.
It will be gra¥ifying to know that his
‘memorable address has now been
§made more available, and it will,
without doubt, find its way into many
h‘bﬂmes =i

e o "?’24:»‘ e s

focl 4l Tirdes
Mavcl 14 (730,

HA-86Y

THE SUN, B. ummom:

MOXND. AY MORNING

, NOVEMBER 5. 1928

B

st

QOne of Marvland= oldest historieal

landinarks will go on the auction block
todays The old Bush Tavern, where
what was said to be the first Declara-
{ion of Tndependence Was signed, is at
Bush, nedar Abingdon, on the Philadel-
ph}u road,
~ | the days when the road was de-
seribed as the “path that rans from
ithe  Potomac to the Susquehanna,”
‘the old tavern often housed ag over-
u.xght; guests wany of the leading eili-
izmens in the history of the republie.
'(xeorge Washingtion Hested There
© George Washinglon, Thomas Jeffer-
son, Tgmes Madison and James Mon-
iroe all are snid to have rested for the

; the ancient hostelry while en
mght HORRe J Cold dinper. with béer oy ¢ider.ids,

i

T“mn, Old Maryland
Landmark GJESWOn Sale Today

s,hae

George W ashmgton And Other Greai (,olomal‘
Americans W ere Among Guests At Ancxent {
' Hostelry In’ Harford County HE !

S 4
and frequently called th' ﬁtst Declara-
tion of Independence. .
Concloding “‘nrds -
14 concluded with the words
“We do most golomily pli
selves 1o sach other and fo onr wmm v
and engage ourselves to every tie heid
sacred to mankind, to pm'form the
same at the risk of eur v e# :mﬁ {m'h
tunes.”
Aquila Hall was ove ‘ol the ,sxgums
Tn the early duy! of Muthodism fhe
evangeligis Asbury ’:md Pilnmvre
preached at the mvern.m 17
Rates For \iQols

Tavern rates as alﬁxeﬁ hy the courts
in the early days of Lhc Bush Tavern
avecording to an ea;ly dum{wle, were :
Hot dinner, with heer or cider.2s. -

61,

‘youte to New York and other ’\mthorn Breakfast of- mpp,n withs, ¢

Dl_}ll@‘

nmm ‘as the “Harford declaration”

pt3 ml;s hefore thelapen. f;f:e of thei 7I'he {avern mll be auctioned at 2
favern that thlrtv-four 1251den3:€ of{ P, 1.1t has passed out of ihe' hands
Harford county drvw ‘wp what ix of the descendants of the oviginal

g
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